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1. BUILDING BLOCKS OF VIDEO REPORTING

2. CREATIVE MODELS TO CONSIDER 









Establishing Shot



Reporter Stand-up



B-roll Sequence (Generic)



Text Graphics



B-roll Sequence (Generic)



Soundbites (brief interview comments)



B-roll Sequence (Generic)



Interview Sequence



Series of Charts/Graphics



B-roll Sequence (Generic)



Reporter Stand-up



“Wry sign-off”



A-Roll
The viewer can see the lips move on the speaker and hear what he or she is saying.

B-Roll
Visual footage that shows what reporter or interviewees talk about. 
In this case, the sequencing and shot choice is intentionally bad. 
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The basic pattern of reporting with video 

B-roll + A-roll + B-roll + A-roll + B-roll + A-roll, etc.

TIP: Begin video reports with B-roll & Natural Sound 
(3-5 seconds)



TWO BASIC TYPES OF VIDEO FOOTAGE

A-Roll B-Roll
The viewer can see the lips move Visual footage that shows the 
on the speaker and hear what he story and illustrates the A-Roll. 
or she is saying.
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A-Roll
The viewer can see the lips move on the speaker and hear what he or she is saying.

INTERVIEW FOOTAGE       REPORTER STANDUP         MAN ON STREET      RUN & GUN INTERVIEWS



B-Roll
Visual footage that shows the story and illustrates the A-Roll.



B-Roll
Visual footage that shows the story and illustrates the A-Roll.

A-Roll





First shot formula: 
Always combine b-roll with natural sound



COMBINING A-ROLL & B-ROLL ON THE TIMELINE

When A-Roll is combined with B-Roll, opportunities arise to merge and combine audio
and visuals in new ways.

STANDARD CUT
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J-CUT
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L-CUT



The basic pattern of reporting with video: 

B-roll + A-roll + B-roll + A-roll + B-roll + A-roll, etc.
First shot combines B-roll with natural sound



EMPLOY THESE TOOLS NOW: 
1. B-roll + A-roll + B-roll + A-roll + B-roll + A-roll, etc.
2. First shot should combines B-roll with natural sound
3. Use J-Cuts & L-Cuts
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Use Natural Sound to Put Your Readers 
Into the Environment of Your Story

Game Time!



Use Natural Sound to Put Your Readers 
Into the Environment of Your Story

Game Time!



Listen for Natural Sound 
and

Watch B-roll

What are the 9 Words?
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Record Audio of Subject 
Separately from Video

Combine with Voiceover





Present A-Roll and
also Combine Non-Speaking B-Roll

with Voiceover





Creative Uses of the Lavalier Mic





A Special Piece of History

In this old railroad town…But there’s a big turnout Tuesday morning 
to watch...the movers. The original homeowners are long gone. But 
neighbors line the sidewalks. This historic home built in the1880’s...will 
have a new address. It is being moved...from Main St. to Oklahoma 
Ave. Spectators stake out the best vantage points while movers 
admit they’ve hit a road block. While repairs are made...the tension 
escalates. Finally...with everything secure...the movers begin the 
dangerous journey. Spectators hold their breath. It’s a one truck 
parade. It’s a small slice of America’s past. Now preserved for the 
future.





Reporter voiceover combines
with interviewee to create conversation





Split the frame to create symmetry
(dual shots that create meaning)
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